
District Update

November 18, 2022
I am truly thankful for the honor of working with each of you.  Thank you for your
constant “EXPECTATION OF EXCELLENCE” in all that you do.  Yesterday, I had the
pleasure of serving dessert to students in both middle and high school and was so
impressed by the behavior of the students.  We are blessed to have such great
students.
__________

Happy Birthday (belated) to: Parker Roberts on November 13
Lori Campbell on November 15

Happy Birthday to: Kallie Hare today
Brooke bishop tomorrow
Lisa Cooper on November 20
Chelsea West on November 24
Yareli Rios Medrano on November 24
Irma Medrano on November 27
Bonnie Pagitt on November 27
Twylah Beaty on December

De Leon High School

“Every Day Is A Great Day To Be A Bearcat”

______________________________________________

E: 217

W: 95.31

YTD: 96.04

Veteran’s Day Program:

On Friday, November 11 De

Leon High School hosted a

Veteran’s Day Program for the

community.  The Student

Council invited veterans to

celebrate and honor them for



serving the country- past, present, and future. The guest speaker, Tim Arnold, informed

students about the meaning of Veteran’s Day and how much it means to the veterans when

their sacrifices are recognized. Furthermore, during the program, Mr.Miller and Rhys

Gilchrest played Taps to honor all fallen veterans. To finish off the program every student

shook hands with each veteran.

Mrs. Stewart’s U.S. Government and World History Classes:

In U.S. Government this week, students are discussing the Executive Branch as well as the

Powers and Duties of the President's Office. Early this week, the class spoke about the

Electoral College and the United States founders' reasons for implementing a practice that

many citizens want to abolish or barely understand. The Framers implemented the Electoral

College to avoid direct democracy by not using a national popular vote. According to U.S.

founders, the United States majority would overwhelm the needs and wants of the minority.

This is also why students read the Federalist Papers as a primary source in class, founders like

James Madison and Benjamin Franklin knew that the "Majority Wins" isn't always the just

outcome. Students are also comparing the Electoral College process used every four years to

select the president and comparing it with our midterm elections that were held last week.

Students were able to give feedback on if they believe it's a good system of selection and why

they think it's lasted for over 250 years.

In World History, students are learning about the Roman Republic and its rise (or fall) as the

Roman Empire. Students earlier this week have learned about the Punic Wars and their

importance to the spread of the Roman Republic that will soon be known as the Roman

Empire. Late last week, students were able to compare the Roman Republic Structure to the

Structure of our own government in the United States and draw parallels. Students will also be

learning about the reign of Julius Caesar and his lasting impact on not only the Roman

Empire but our world. In particular, students seem to find the relationship between historical

figures like Mark Antony, Caesar Augustus, and Cleopatra interesting. While people will never

know the full truth about stories like the love triangles that almost bring the Empire to an end

or exactly why Julius Caesar was to "Beware the Ides of March!" It's awesome to see these

students ask questions and be in awe that sometimes history can be exciting. It's great to see

them take the "fun" parts of history and be able to connect it to our "mental timeline,”

Towards the end of the week, students will be learning about Christianity and its impact on

the Roman Empire and vice

versa. This is another area

where Ms. Stewart always sees

students draw parallels to prior

knowledge. They will verbally

have that "Oh that's why!" or

"Now that makes sense!"

moment in class around this

time in history. She loves it and

hopes they do too. Of course, a

good meme always helps us to

learn about history too!



Coach Roemisch’s Biology Class:

In Biology, Coach Roemisch’s classes made edible plant and animal cells this week. Students

were required to construct a model of a plant or animal cell out of edible materials that would

remain fresh for at least three days without refrigeration. Each cell had to include the Cell

Wall (plant cell), Ribosomes, Cell membrane, Mitochondria, Nucleus, Vacuoles, Cytoplasm,

Lysosomes (animal cell), Endoplasmic Reticulum, Chloroplasts (plant cell), and Golgi Bodies.

Early Dismissal Friday:

For this Friday’s early dismissal, DHS students and staff

have a lot of fun activities planned. In the morning, all

students that are in good standing and caught up with

their work will be allowed to participate in games in the

cafeteria. There will be a corn hole tournament for those

signed up, and other games as well. Students that need

extra assistance will work with their teachers and receive

help as well as have the opportunity to complete missing

work. After that, students will report to their

second-period classes to help their teachers with a Christmas-themed door-decorating

contest. Later, all athletics and band kids will leave, and everyone else will stay with their

second-period teachers to continue working on their doors and any missing work the students

might have. School will be released right after lunch at 12:45 p.m.



Mrs. Auvenshine’s FCCLA Thrived at Competition:

Anna Rasberry placed First on Creed Speaking at the FCCLA competition.

Cayten Steele received silver in Mission, Creed, and Purpose.

Madalene Spencer and Jordyn Williams received bronze in Mission, Creed, and Purpose.



Weekly Attendance 96.08%
153 students

You are somebody. You were somebody when you came, you’ll be a better somebody
when you leave. You are powerful, you are strong, and you deserve the education you

get at Perkins Middle School. You have things to do, places to go, and people to
impress. So, let’s remember to work hard, be kind, and make it a great day. The choice

is yours.

6th grade
6th grade students who maintained perfect attendance for the second six weeks enjoyed
assisting the De Leon Nursing Home residents with making Christmas wreaths!





7th grade
Earlier this week, we finished up the novel that we'd been reading together in class. Students took a
comprehension test over it, and then we watched the movie. During the movie, students took notes on
any similarities and differences that they noticed between the book and the movie. Once we finished
the movie, students wrote a compare and contrast paper, noting the similarities and differences
between characters, events, and key details. The UIL teams have also been working hard this week,
preparing for the UIL meet the week after Thanksgiving break.

Mrs. Swanner

8th grade
It has been a busy week testing for the 8th grade students as they started out with the TTAP test, have
multiple in-class tests, and will finish off with a reading test on Friday. To give some relief from all the
testing, we decided to have a little fun on Wednesday with a competitive game of Trashketball as we



prepared for the first history test of the six weeks. Students raced to hit the buzzer for an opportunity
to answer a review question. The team that answered correctly had the opportunity to take a shot
from the one-point line, two-point line, or three-point line. I received a lot of positive feedback from
the students and EVERYONE participated without hesitation. I was thrilled to see some of my lower
performers racing with enthusiasm to hit the buzzer and answering questions correctly. It was a
fantastic day! To finish the week, we will take our first test on Thursday and after the reading test on
Friday, we will be decorating our doors for Christmas. The students are very excited about
Thanksgiving break!

Other News



De Leon Elementary
Celebrating Sweet Success

Attendance:
Weekly: HS/PK 91.56%    K-5 95.57%
Yearly:  HS/PK 93.02%    K-5 91.56%

Total in membership: 353

Pre-K 3’s

This week in Pre-k 3 we have been learning about living and nonliving things and what it

means to be alive!  They have also been reviewing their shapes and identifying attributes

unique to each one.  Rhyming words were visited again this week and the kids are

beginning to recognize the similar sounds at the end of rhyming words.

They are continuing to practice their letter sounds and the students are really getting into

the songs and showing off what they know!  Hearing them identify letters and associate

the correct sounds is exciting!  Scissor skills are continuing to improve and so are their

abilities to hold their writing utensils correctly.



They are also building their knowledge of sentence structure each week and will really

begin to focus more on that after Thanksgiving break.

We are ending our week with a fun Friday, complete with a picnic in the classroom,  to

send us off for Thanksgiving break!

Pre-K 4’s

It’s really tough to comprehend that we are already at Thanksgiving break!!!
SLOW DOWN TIME…these babies are growing up WAY TOO FAST!!!

This week we’ve focused on being “THANKFUL” as well as being “ALIVE” while
comparing and contrasting living and nonliving things!   During work stations this

week we also  associated letters with sounds as we began building “WORDS”!!!  We
are still identifying some of our letters and we’re noticing more and more secrets

all the time.  Several students are already blending sounds together to make
words!!! We’re writing letters and numbers EVERYWHERE!!!  In math we began
learning about and recognizing shapes all around us!  We are still working to

perfect our letter formation while writing our names independently and now we’re
beginning to identify rhyming words along with noticing word spacing and

practicing our skills with sentence structure!

Learning is so much fun!  We are so happy nurturing our relationships while we
are learning through role play and our ever changing, hands-on learning stations!

We wrapped up the week dressed as Pilgrims and Indians to celebrate the
“FIRST THANKSGIVING” with a picnic in our hall with our school family!



Head Start

In Head Start this week we are studying living and nonliving things. We have read several
books, and discussed the difference between living and nonliving. The Kids loved the
story Henry and Harry about a boy and his pet rock. During our outdoor learning time we
did a scavenger hunt where we looked for living and nonliving things. During
workstations we worked on AB patterns as well as learning how to use scissors and glue
sticks. We will wrap up this week having a thanksgiving picnic with our other PRE-K
friends in our hall!

Kindergarten

Our Kindergarteners have had a busy week of learning. They

have listened to several Thanksgiving themed read alouds and

practiced identifying the characters, setting and retell of each

text.  In math, students reviewed numbers 11-20 and seem to

continue to show improvements in reading, writing and counting

objects to 20. The main focus of writing this week has been

sentence structure…capitalization of the first word in a

sentence, finger spaces between words and punctuation at the

end of a declarative/telling sentence.  In Social Studies, we

discussed “Celebrate Freedom Week”.  Students learned about

the documents that contain our rights as American citizens and

they also learned about the First Thanksgiving.  On Friday,

students may choose to dress as a Pilgrim or a Native American

and they will have a kindergarten style “mini”



feast/celebration—they are excited!! (They will be surprised and probably laugh

about one of their treats.)

Pictured: Mrs. Coan’s students LOVE when Miss Brynlin comes to help.  This week

they enjoyed listening to a couple of silly Thanksgiving stories.

Happy Thanksgiving Blessings to All!!

1st Grade

First grade has had a busy week.  In reading we read Blackout by John Rocco, and

worked on making inferences.  The students also worked with their shoulder partners to

identify the main character’s problem in the story and how they were able to solve it. In

math we have been working on addition and subtraction word problems.  Each student

had to come up with their own word problem and solve it.  In neighborhoods they worked

on solving multi step word problems.  We finished unit 6 in science on weather and

seasons. The students have written a persuasive paper to persuade their audience to

disguise a turkey so that they won’t be eaten for Thanksgiving.  We have learned about

the first Thanksgiving in Social Studies.

2nd Grade



Second grade has had a very exciting week exploring pilgrim life.  In language arts,
students researched life as a pilgrim child and wrote about everything they learned.  In
social studies,  we explored Indian pictographs and students were excited to create their
own stories. We also learned what life was like on the Mayflower living in tight quarters
during their voyage and making a ship in a bottle.  This led to learning what makes boats
float and why oil and water do not mix in science.   In reading, we studied themes in
various books and continued learning about different prefixes. We also began 2 digit
subtraction with regrouping in math.  We finished the week off making yummy butter
and fry bread! It’s been a great week!!

3rd GRADE

Third graders have worked hard this week. In language arts we have received our pen pal letters
from Newport, Michigan. We had fun comparing and contrasting our lives to our friends in
Michigan. It is interesting to see how similar we are even though we are 1,200 miles apart. We
have also been combining two complete sentences using coordinating conjunctions. To
remember our coordinating conjunctions, students have memorized FANBOYS. We have also
worked on revising and editing sentences. Students took a paragraph that had punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling errors and typed them correctly into a Google Doc. In science, we have
started learning about landforms and the layers of the earth. We will continue discussing Pangea
and plate tectonics after Thanksgiving Break. In reading we have been comparing and contrasting
books and paired passages that we have read. We have worked on paired passages and STAAR
strategies. In math we are continuing to learn about multiplication and division. This week
students have mastered two's and three’s.



4th Grade

By:  Nicholas  Woodruff

This week in fourth grade writing class we are having our canned food

drive. We have also been writing an essay on what we are thankful for and

why.  In math class we have been reviewing the simplest form of fractions

and proper and improper fractions. In reading class,  we have been making

projects about The Whipping Boy. In the project we are putting a book

review, a character list, a summary, and making a scene from the book.

5th Grade

This week in fifth grade we have been working on structural and behavioral adaptations.

Students were able to test different structural adaptations in different types of

ecosystems to determine which was best suited for each environment. Fifth grade has

also been helping raise money and bring cans for our canned food drive this week and as

of Thursday, they were in the lead.  We are all looking forward to spending time with our

friends and families over the Thanksgiving break.



Music

Kindergarten has continued practicing identifying high sounds and low sounds, both in

voices and instruments, as well as exploring the sounds they can make with their own

voices. Second grade has been learning some solfege (do, re, mi) and practiced using

them in songs. Third graders had an AWESOME program and are now learning how to

read notes on a treble clef. Fourth and first grades are getting into gear practicing music

for their Christmas Program coming up in December. Fifth grade is continuing on their

music reading journey by learning about sharps and flats and how to create a major

scale.




